
Omar’s Page: Tropical Detective 
A Logic Problem 

 
Sergeant Madero, a detective, was vacationing in Cancun. He wanted to go 
snorkeling to see the beautiful tropical fish, especially the brightly colored 
parrotfish. Hearing that some had been spotted in a nearby coral reef, he 
asked four guides if they had seen them, but their answers were confusing.  
Determined to find out, he unpacked his portable infrared lie-detector and 
asked them again.   
 
Here are the statements of the four guides.  
 

Alfredo said: “I did not see it. Delio did.” 
 
Beto said: “Carlos did not see it. Alfredo did.” 
 
Carlos said: “Delio did not see it. I did.” 
 
Delio said: “Alfredo did not see it. Carlos did.” 
 

Each guide gave him one “true” and one “false” statement.   
 
Which guide did Sergeant Madero hire? 
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